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IUa vt Mr. nronar M. Tiiicai, f Die Cape Colonial

U Civil Service, tho author of an elaborate history
'h of South Afrttd, lias been Invited to prepare a

.(; sketch of that region for tlio " Story of the Na.
0" lions" series, now publishing by the Putnam.

' ijrtf The part of th'a sketch relating to the Cape
!(! ' Colon-- , to Natal, the Orange Free Btate. the

'jJBJv South African republic, Zululand, and Rasuto--

JfrV land, are mainly taken from the larger workt
I"1 Tiffin" but they are brought down nearly to the present

kit date. Nearly, but not quite, for the account of
Ifflt the Ilrltlsh Chartered Company's territory

i, (tops short of the outbreak of hostilities which
hi has led to the occupation of Matabelcland. The
i etrlr history of the nominal Portuguese annexa- -

nj II tlonof the rountry south of tho Zambesi, and

i ' 'li actual Dutch colonization of rcrtaln pnrts of
m'I ' ll, together with the southward pressure of the

31'! Kaffirs, Interesting results of which were the
II j i Zulu and thcMatabele military organisations, Is
If i ' j Indispensable to a thorough understanding of
wj 2 l the present state of things In South Africa.
Jfl NeTertheless, In this notice, we must confine
jl 5 ' '' ' ourselres to the author's outline of the existing

j! '.nation In the Cape Colony, the Orange Free
Us w A'' Htate, and South African republic, and In

it il & Natal, Zululand, llechuanaland, and other
Sfi'B ' il! KF Drltlsh dependencies.
M !j A preliminary word ought to be said

i ' I Iff '" certm words In common use in Houth

H'f 'I 1p Africa, but whose exact significance does not
His . ,V aeem understood elsewhere. The term Doer, for
Kg If Instance, means In Dutch a tiller of the ground,
2'fi y but In South Africa Is applied to cattle breed'-

s? (S ' ' ' (in, as well as to agriculturists, and Is frequently
A jj ; A used In the plural form to signify the whole

$ '
4 rural population of Kuropean blood speaking

J j j the Dutch language. Ily kraal Is meant a cat-- )'I tie fold. Tho word Is a corruption nf the
Portugese "curral." It Is also used to signify a

' M collection of either Hottentot or llantu huts, as
Bit, ij these are usually built In a circle, within which

8 V the cattle are kept at night. The Dutch word
? '9 I ' fit ' lager means an enclosure for protective pur- -

lfiP poses, such as a circular wall of stone, or a
'I M

v
I TfV;- numberof wagons lashed together, Ilyburgher

'n la meant a European male, no matter where
$ eH' resident, who Is In possession of tho franchise,
S n ' ifl; and liable to all public duties. It correspondsto
8 5 I ffl, aha clvls llomanus of old. Heemraden are

is 'i? burghers appointed by the Government to act
" as assessors In the district courts of Justice. An In

J. 8 landdrost Is a stipendiary magistrate who ad-j- jj

f '
K ministers Justice and receives the revenuo of the

I ' f- district. Another Dutch word, volksraad, slgnl--

l I 'f fles the people's council, an elected legislative
H 'I. t Mj' i body. Three Ilantn wonls are In common use,

L ' "',f- - 'x" '"duna, n officer of high rank under a

fit' i i's Zulu chief; calabash, the hard rind of a gourd
Ti t osed for various purposes, such a water pots,

I'll "'il- Jars, dishes, basins, snuffboxes, Ac: and tsetse,
I :i I !' a fly whose sting destroys domestic cattle, but
Hi i "L?". nlw no elect upon wild animals. Curiously

if '"t enough, the tsetse disapiears from a district
fc tf ' when the game Is exterminated or driven away.

LV t ' We add that the word assagai, meaning the
W&l f Javelin or dart, used by tho Hottentot and llantu
f, ) , In war and the chose. Is a corruption of the

J - Portuguese azagaya, which was derived from
t the Latin hasta.

J I i j To comprehend the actual condition and the
J .s ' prospects of the Cape Colony, one must begin
' ,'iyt '' with a glance at Its political Institutions. The

"m ! Constitution of this colony was promulgated on
' flH" March 11, 1853. Dy it were created two cham- -

if W' bers, both elective, termed, respectively, the
J J j! '3' Legislative Council and the House of Assembly.

I (fin, I l'lie upper chamber for some years consisted of
i IPtjlj fifteen members, but in course of time this num- -

, .JjfJI ber was Increased to twenty-tw- besides ths
' lllV I Chief Justice, who acta as presiding officer. For

ff ylju, j the purpose of electing the members of the up--

Mp ().!! i per House, the colony was divided Into two

m li ll provinces, more recently Into eight circles. The
(ffi members hold their seats for seven) ears. The

m W) House of Assembly, on Its creation, consisted of
n jtl forty-si- x members, elected by twenty-tw- o dlvl- -

,.;; lions. Cape Town having two more representa- -
W flpj lives than any of the others. It now consists of
S ff flj seventy-si- x members, elected by thirty-seve- n

m 5j?'' divisions, and holding thrlr seats for five years.
B 'Tjj , Parliament Is summoned to meet by the Oover- -
W jtrvi' nor (who Is, of course, appointed by the Crown),
B jli butaperlodoftwelvemonthsmustnotelapsebe- -
B b tween the sessions. The right to vote for mem- -

ilHI , bers of both chambers was originally conferred
1; opon every male llritlsh subject oer twenty- -

II ijj, T one years of age who occupied a house or land
jl ti

i worth $l'-'-5, or was In receiptor awiliiry of 5i:i3
H I' a year with board and lodging, or $','30 without.
Bj , f, There was no distinction as regards race or
jE 1! color or religion, or manner of lUing. In course
jlj tj, of time, however, it was found expedient to alter
m LSI these qualifications. As In the Cape Colony

it ' there Is a large class of people unable to com- -

j prehend the nature of representative instltu- -
j ' tlons,and which Is yet In possession of sufficient
f, I property to bring them within one of tho ccndl--
fjjj tIonsspeclfledabove,lnl80Utherlghttovotewas

' 'I'lr' restricted to such adult male subjects as were
j rD able to sign their names and to write down their
!jjt addresses, and to occupy property worth $1173
'S ll or receive $250 a year as salary or wages.
iW Since the enactment of this Constitution no
it H ' law can be made in the Cape Colony ithout the
Jjj ' approval of both Houses and the sanction of the
Jjj' Uovernor. It is true that the right is reserved
lllty to the Queen to disallow any law so made
lj, within two years of Its reaching F.ngland, but

Bj fWi In practice this right Is very rarely used. Never--

BJ 4 theless, although the colonists were gratltled by
Bj "j

'
the change from arbitrary to representative

BJ government, they had still much to wish for,
flj ' : The officials of highest rank who formed the

I I ' Governor's Cabinet continued to be sent out
BJE 'I' from F.ngland, and held their appolntmentadur- -
BBj f X' Ing the pleasure of tho llrltlih Colonial Secretary,
tBH ' W" no matter whether the Cape Parliament liked
jBHi AT. there or not. They framed all Uovernment

BE IjBjV Measures, had exclusive power of Introducing
9B iPl money bills, and posseemd the right of discus- -

SB tv lion, though not nf voting. In both chambers.
Ut its This condition of things luted eighteen years.

BBB ? tn 187a responsible government wua introduced,
BBBlj JJJ and the Ministers have since that time been the
BjBJBj 1 ' leaderaof the party In Parliament that can cum- -

BBB y aiand the largest nuralier of vott'H In support nf
BBjB li their projects. These Ministers are the Colonial
BBB ff r Secretary, the Treasurer, the Attorney-denera- l,

BBJB' il 1 the Commissioner of Public Works, and the
BH 3 I Secretary for Agriculture, There Is bIimi the

BBB ij Prime Minister, who may hold any of these ap
BBi ijri polntmcnts, or none of them, but who In any

BBH IxM case has all mattent connected with the aborlg- -
BBBT bHf Inal races directly under his care. Until 1HH?
BBBT jB the Kngllsh language only could be used in
BBB !nl debate In the Cape Parliament, and the same
LvBB its Ik' ru'e "I'l1""' ,u proceedings tn the courts of

B. l Justice and to transactions In the public unices.
BjBB 11. 8

" This was decidedly unfair, for Dutch Is habltu- -
BBB- - 11 i ally spoken by fully three-tirth- s of the white
BHB , f f people In the culnnles, and by a still larger pro--

B' !ti- -
' portion of the colored Inhabitants exclusive of

BHB1' l& ' the llantu. The suppression of Dutch as the
BBB' fl ' official language was one of the chief grievances
BfljBJ. jflL; that rankled In the breast of the old colonies,
BBK H' nd. In truth, the Cape Parliament could not be
BHV Bj tald to represent the people aa long as the Ian- -
BHBj lfl' guage of the majority was proscribed. When
BHBJkBi,, the Doers awakened to the full significance of
BHBBB responsible government one of their first acts
BHBBflJE'., was to secure the same rights fur their own
BHBPBB' " tongue as for the English. P.lther can now be
HBHfiB! Uhni ln courts of law. In Parliament, or In public
BFBHjT;7l i offices, at the choice of the speaker, and no one

BBVl;ti Is atluitteil Into the ordinary branches of the
BBBr,fci; civil service whodoes not know both.
BBBfjE4 Since the management of Its affairs has been
BBBltMl . In the hands of its own people the Cape Colony
BjBHBJBr has made a great stride in prosperity. Its prin- -
BHBHHn clpal Industries are st!U pastoral andagrlcul- -

BH lural, but these are now carried on tn a much
BBBBnBP more effective way than formerly. The great
BHBBBJfc Karoo plains, thinly speckled with succulent

BBBBl plants, and the long grassy slopes further to the
BBVflJr north, are covered with flocks of merino sheep

It Jl and Angora goats, which are kept up to a high
Bk' standard by the Importation of the best foreign
BBjFl blood. In these parts of the colony agriculture'f(j ; it only possible where there Is running water,
BKm'S but 'rest deal of labor has been expended In
fllj a jy) making reservoirs from which gardens and or- -
BM' 5 .,' . cbards can be irrigated, and recently much suc--
:Bm 'jj J i cess has attended the sinking of artesian wells.
Bt l , i On the first and second terraces from the south.
jflE ' S I " t ud In the districts adjoining the
BB rf eastern borders the rainfall Is ample, and agrl--
BB , , ? . cultxre la carried on conjointly with cattlet t H

SSBH v l S Si '

breeding. Wheat and maize are the principal
crops, but oats are grown conjointly, and almost
every kind of vegetable and fruit Is abnmlant.
In the southwestern part of the colony the part
settled In the seventeenth century the culture
of wheat and the vine Is carried on. Sufficient
wheat. Indeed, Is not at present grown for home
consumption and the supply of shipping, be-

cause the farmers have not been able to keep
ptce with the sudden nnd rapidly Increasing de-

mand caused lir the mining Industry In the
north; but. according to Mr, Theal, there Is rea-so- n

to believe that the large Importation of re-

cent years will not continue much longer. The
quality nf the wines and spirits made has been
much Improved nf late, though It does not yet
satisfy European and American palates. Os-

triches have been tamed, and their feathers
mm Imtw,r4aht tffim In ItiA trnrll, rplnrna

On the other hand, skins of wild animals have
quite disappeared, for the large gamo with
which the country once teemed has been exter-
minated. The output nf Ivory, also, has greatly
fallen off, and the llttlo that Is now exported Is
brought from tho distant Interior,

II.
Mr. Theal does not attempt to give the valne

of the purely colonial products, but he notes
that the quantity from the whole of South
Africa In the )ear ending .tune .10, 1803, was
appraised at a little over SI7,A00,000, of which
$01,350,000 passed through tho porta of the
Cape Colony, nnd $0,'.'S0,000 through Durban
Natal. Of the items that made up this amount,
gold was first, being valued at $33,500,000, and
diamonds camo next, being appraised at nearly
$30,000,000. The copper ore exported was worth
over $1,250,000, and the coal over $350,000.
Theso figures, representing nearly two-thir-

tn value of tho total exports, show the Impor-

tance nf the mining Industry of South Africa,
and It must bo remembered that this Industry
Is only In Its Infancy, dating from 1853, when
copper mines were opened In Namaqnatand.
Taking only the remaining exports Into consid-
eration, wo find that they are. now about ten
times aa great an they were tn 1850, Pastoral
pursuits are represented by wool to the valuo of
$13,350,000: by Angora hair, worth $.'1,000,-00- 0;

by hides, skins, nnd horns to tho value of
$3,750,000, and by ostrich feathers, appraised
at nearly $3,500,000, Agriculture as yet con-
tributes but little to the exports, because nearly
everything that Is grown Is required for home
consumption. Still n llttlo fruit and grain Is
sent abroad. Wine, to the valuo of $00,000,
finds Its way out of the country. Aloes and
argol contrlbuto about $10,000 each. Na-

tal sends away bark for tanning to tho value
of $.15,000, and the Cape Colony dried flow-
ers worth $105,000. The fisheries supply
large quantities of food for use In the country
and an export to Mauritius amounting to
$03,000. Natal disposes of sugar to the value
of nearly $300,000. Altogether this means that
South Africa has a purchasing power at the
present time of over $03,000,000 yearly, less the
Interest on the public debts, nnd on the foreign
capital invested ln the country. The bulk nf the
trajlo Is with (Jreat Hrltaln. and a large propor-
tion of It originates in the Cape Colony,

Kxcludrng Its dependencies, this colony has a
population of .lOO.OOOKurupeana and 753,000 col-

ored people. Of theso last over half are of llantu
stock : the others are mixed breeds, Asiatics,
descendants of freed slaves, and Hottentots. All
are subject tn tho same laws, except In n few
particulars where It has been found necessary
to make special provision for llantu communi-
ties, such as tho recognition of communal ten-
ure of land In certain locations, the prohibition
of the sate of spirituous liquor In defined areas,
and the supervision of theso iieople when they
live In undue number on farms owned by Eu-
ropeans. For many years missionaries of nearly
every j Christian society have been laboring
among the llantu communities, tho mixed
breeds, and the Hottentots, but wo are told by
Sir. Thenl that tho result upon the whole Is

to those who look for high Improve-
ment. Owing, moreover, to tho zeal of tho mis-
sionaries being expended upon colored children
rather than on white, it Is a fact that there Is at
present n largo section of the rural Eu-
ropean population without any knowledge
of books. Wo are assured however, that
this state of things, having recently attracted
serlou attention, will not be suffered to con-
tinue. &o Asiatics In the Cape Colony are
chiefly descendants of jieople from the Spice
Islands, who wero sent hero tn the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries and were commonly
termed Mala) s. Those of pure blood are almost
without exception Mohuimnedans. It seems,
however, that many Africans and people of
mixed blood have adopted Islam, and, as they
have Intermarried, the Malays now
present every variety of appearance between
the pure Asiatic, the pure European, and the
pure African. The Malay Inhabitants of the
Cape Colony are of a higher type than the llantu
and Hottentots. Many of them are good me-
chanics, and the amount of property that they
hold is considerable. They are confined entirely
to towns. We learn that some Indians from
Hindnstan ha e recently migrated tn this coun-
try, among whom are a few who profess the
Itoinan Cathollo faith. There is already anex-celle- nt

s)stem of public schools, each underlhe
Joint control of a local board of manngers, and
under the educational department nf tho Uov-
ernment, half the cost being defrayed by the co-

lonial Treasurer. Those of the first and second
class are attended almost exclusively by whits
children. Then there are several colleges In
which higher education Is Imparted, and numer-
ous schools connected with religious societies.
The Cape Colony has further a university, but
this, like the London University, Is only an ex-

amining body empowered to confer degrees.

III.
It appears that no expense Is spared to bring

Justice within the reach of everyone. There
are seventy-eigh- t stipendiary magistrates who
try petty, civil, and criminal cases in as many
districts. The Supremo Court consists of a
Chief Justice and eight puisne Judges, but as
two form a quorum, In practice three of those
Judges sit In (Irahamstown, tnree In Klmberley,
and the others In Cape Town. Twice a year a
Judge of the Supreme Court visits each district
town and tries cases which are beyond the Juris,
diction of the magistrate. The towns and vll.
lages are supplied with libraries, aided by the
general Government. Hardly any town Is with,
out two or three churches of different denomlna.
tlons, and banks, insurance offices, benevolent
Institution, and newspapers are found in nearly
all. Municipal government Is enforced In every
community of the slightest note, and is, we are
told, abuse! only in rare instances. Each dis-
trict has a divisional council, with lowers oer
a large area, oomew hat similar to those of the
municipal councils In the villages, (iond roads
have bwn made even in the ildet parts of the
ro'ony, and the rivers on the principal routes
have b.-e- bridged. There Is scarcely a hamlet
that Is not now connected with all parts of
South Africa by the post and the telegraph wire.
Very great Improvements have been made In
the harbors, especially In Table Day. Here In
former times tho beach was frequently after
winter storms strew u with the wrecks of fleets,
but now ships lie docked in perfect safety and a
magnificent breakwater protects theouteranch.
orage. The cost of these works. Including a
dry dock capable of containing steamers of the
first class. Is nearly $7,300,000. On the coast
numerous lighthouses stand as sentinels to warn
seamen of danger by night, and the ancient ter.
rorof the stormy seas oft the Cape bss been
long forgotten. As a matter of fact, the vio-
lence of the ocean in this quarter was at all
times trifling compared with the fury of the
North Atlantic, The Cape Colony is connect-
ed with KurojK) by two submarine cables, so
that anything of Importance that occurs there
one day Is known In South Africa through the
newspapers on the next. Fine steamships, carry.
Ing malls and passengers, arrive from England
and leave for It weekly, often making the run of
six thousand miles in less than fifteen days.

Against the material prosperity which this
Interesting colony has attained within the last
forty years must be placed the public, debt of
rather over $130,000,000, or about $355 per In-

dividual colonist. If the colored Inhabitants are
excluded. This rate, per head, however, 1 de-

ceptive, because It fails to take into account
that the colcted people perform the rough labor
of the country, and that thtlr presence, except

jjiiiiiiiiiHn immmmS5lisBiiiiiiiisisiiiiiiitBiS

on the eastern frontier, does not constitute a
danger. On the whole, we are assured by Mr.
Theal that never was the country under review
to truly a land of good hope aa at present. No
one, of course, ran tell what its mineral exports
may be ten years hence, but now certainly
they are advancing at a very rapid rate. The
mines furnish excellenlmarkets for agricultural
products of every kind, so that the farmer does
not need to look for customers abroad. A vast
open territory In the Interior l open to In-

habitants, and the company that owns it Is in
vitlng occupation on most llbeial terms. There
Is an .opportunity hereof Introducing civiliza-
tion far Into tho heart of Africa, ami the only
way In which It can be done successfully Is
by means of European settlements sufficiently
strong to rule without danger of revolt, and to
be able at the aatne time to act with Justice and
kindness toward the natlvo races.

Nayeleoa'a Heeretari'a Memoir.
Till HI) ARTICLE.

The third and concluding volume of the me-

moirs of Daron de Meneval carries us to the end
of Napoleon's career, or. In other wonls. to tho
secoud abdication after the battle of Waterloo.
The war against Kussla. which culminated In
the retreat from Moscow, tho contest with
the allied powers which ended, so far as
Germany was concerned, with the battle of
Lelpslc, the ensuing wonderful campaign for
the defence of France, tho first abdication and
retirement to the island of Elba, and the
Hundred Days! all these matters aro discussed
by one who was not only an eyewitness, but
who, as the private secretary and devoted
friend of Napoleon, had extraordinary op-

portunities of gaining Information. How
completely he possessed Napoleon's con-

fidence may be Judged from the fact that
he was commissioned to accompany the
Empress Mario Lnulso to Vienna, after the first
abdication, and to act aa tho Intermediary be-

tween her and her husband. It Is not surprising,
therefore, that the present, volume begins and
ends with references to the Austrian wife of the
French Emperor. There Is no doubt that the
grandnlece uf Marie Antoinette was an Interest-
ing person, not only by reason of tho position
which she occupied, but because tho weakness
which has exposed her to obloquy was. In truth,
tho outcome of a political conspiracy whose aim
was to rob her and her son of the respect and
svropathyof Frenchmen, There Is a great deal
about her ln this volume.

I.
Thus at the outset we arc told that the atmos-

phere of the court, nnd tho hnblt which Marie
Loulso hod of living familiarly with the Em-
peror, who paid her a great deal of attention,
treated her In a simple and affectionate way,
and often amused her with a gayety which
was often animated, caused this princess to
forget thestrictness and rrservo which she owed
to her natural timidity at tho tlmo of her arrival
in France. Her bearing becumo easy; she had
become somewhat less stout, and her figure,
which was of perfect symmetry, had very much
Improved. Flno eyes, full of sweetness, nnd n
beautifully fresh complexion gave to her face
an agreeable expression, and rendered the
general aspect of her person both noble
nnd graceful. Weighed down by duties
and cares on the eve of n rupture with
Itussla, the Emperor found his time taken up
with the multifarious occupations of his Cabi-

net and with the work of his Ministers. It was
only with his wife and his son that he found re-

lief from fatigue. Muih of the little leisure
which his affairs left him ln the daytime was
spent with his son, whose tottering steps It
plrn-e- d him to guldo with a womanly en re. The
frequent falls uf the cherished child were
greeted with caresses and loud shouts of laughter
by his father. The Empress, who used to be
present at these family scenes, did not take so
active a part ln them as the Emperor. Meneval
says that these three persons, whose simplicity
might have led one to forget their greatness,

the spectacle of a mlddle-clao- s family, at-
tached to each other by the fondest affection. In
other words Napoleon's sec retary,who,tt we could
credit hlra with eaual Intelligence, would be
deemed a better authority than Talne, contends
that the great man whom so many prejudiced
or mistaken minds have represented as being
Inaccessible to any tender sentiment wm both a
good husband and an excellent father. It is cer-
tain, he says, that the Empress never found In
him a censor of her Innocent whlmi. The fol-

lowing anecdote which Marie Louise, as we are
told, would often call to mind, proves the good
naturedf Napoleon In this respect. The remem-
brance of a toxte which she hod acquired ln the
homely sort of life she had led when quite a girl.
Inspired one day the Empress with a desire to
make an omelette hersdf. and sho hod all the
necessary Implementa and Ingredients brought
to her apartments. While she was completely
taken up with her culinary operations the
Emperor chanced to enter. Somewhat upset by
the unexpected visit, Marie Iulse endeavored
tn prevent Napoleon from seeing what sho was
preparing. " What is solng on here 7" asked the
Emperor. "There Is a singular smell, as If
something was being fried!" Then, stepping
behind the Empress, he discovered a spirit lamp,
a sliver frvlng pan, in which the butter was
beginning tn melt, a salad bowl, and eggs.
"What!" cried Napoleon, "so ou are making
an omelette! Dahl You don't know how to do
It at all. I will show you bow It Is to be done." He
then set to work, the Empress acting aa his as-

sistant; but, according to Meneval, he was try.
Ing to teach a subordinate who knew more
about It than he did, and whose education
had been obtained In a school nf experts.
The Empress's parents were passionately
fond of rustlo occupations, loving to
withdraw Into some rural home, and there,
disguised as farmers, to attend to household
duties with their children. The omelette having
been finished somehow or other, there remained
the important task of tossing It. Napoleon
wanted to do this himself; but be had thought
himself cleverer than he was. Just as he was
trying to toss the omelette, there happened to
him what befell the great Condi, who, according
toOourvllIe, wished to make an omelette at an
Inn where he hail stopped, and pitched It Into
the fire when trying to turn it. Napoleon, did
not succeed any better, and let the omelette fall
on the ground. Obliged to confess his want nf
experience, he left the Empress to go on with
her rooking alone,

ir.
Mlneval, who certainly had ample opportunl.

ties if knowledge, declares that Napoleon did
not wish tn make war on Russia In 1813, and
that he did all he could to avoid it: his first need
was to finish the war In Spain, The author tells
us that In the midst of his meditations ho often
heard Napoleon characterize his position with
an expression to which he gave vent In the
silence nf his Cabinet, "The bow Is over-
stretched." To all the criticisms which have
been published on the Itusslan campaign Mene-
val opposes with his own complete approval an
extract from Napoleon's memoirs. The point
Insisted on tn the memoirs was that the war
with Itussla became the necessary consequence
of the continental system on the day on
which the Czar Alexander violated the
conventions of Tilsit and of Erfurth. It is,
however, asserted that a consideration of far
greater import Influenced Napoleon and decided
him. The French empire, which he bad cre-
ated with so many victories, would Inevitably,
as he foresaw, be dismembered at his death,
and the sceptre of Europe would pass, he feared.
Into the hands of a Czar, unless be threw the
Russians back to the further side of the Dorrs-then-es

and reestablished the throne of Poland,
the French empire's natural barrier. In 1813,
Austria, Prussia, Germany, Switzerland, and
Italy marched under the eagles of France. Was
not Napoleon obliged to think that the moment
had come for consolidating the immense edifice
which he had erected, but on the summit of
which Russia would weigh with all the weight
of her power, as long as she was able at pleasure
to move her enormous armies to the Oder?
Alexander w as young. It was to be presumed that
he would survive Napoleon. According to the
Fiench Emperor's memoirs, all the secret of the
war Is there; no personal feeling weighed in the
matter. This war, moreover, according to the
memoirs,should hare been one of the most popu-la- x

of modem times. Wnrf Because It was a

war of common sense and of trie Interests. It
was a war for the repose and the security of all;
it was conservative, European, and continental
If suocessful'lt would have consummated a

which would have caused the dangers
of the times to disappear. "Could one believe,"
asked Napoleon'that It was precisely there that
I was to fall nnd to meet with ruin? Never did
I act better, never did I deserve better, nut, as
If public opinion were subject to epidemics,
lo. In one moment, there was a uni-
versal outburst of feeling against me. I
was proclaimed a tyrant over kings, I
who hail given them a fresh lease of life.
I was no longer anything but the destroyer
of the rights nf nationalities I who had done all,
and was about to risk all In their behalf And
the peoples and the kings, those Irreconrllabto
enemies, allied themselves against me, I knew
very well that, with victory, the opinions nf the
people would come Iwck to my side, but I failed
to secure victory, and found inv.splf crushed !"
Elsewhere ln his memoirs, after describing the
resources of the Crar, Napoleon asks. " Was It,
however, the efforts only of the Russians which
annihilated inn? No, It was a capital burned
down In spite of tho Inhabitants, and
by means of foreign Intrigue: It was
n winter, a frost whoso sudden np
pearanco and cxcesslvo rigor wero phenome.
nnl; It was tho false mnnccuvros, tho counter,
marches of the Austrian corps, false reports,
low Intrigues, treachery, cupidity, and many
other things, which will bo known one day
perhaps, nnd which may avail to extenuate
the one clumsy fault In diplomacy and war
which ran lie Justly laid to my charge, nnmely,
that, having undertaken such an enterprise, I
left on my flanks, which soon became my rear,
two Cabinets, of which I was not tho master,
and two allied armies, which the slightest

would transform Into enemies."

III.
The author of this book makes some bitter

comments on the honors paid toSIorenu, who
fell In the battle of Dresden. It will tie remem
bered that the victor of Hohcnllnden had re-

turned from America at tho Instigation of
Dernndntte to act as p to tho Em-pcr-

of Russia. It Is said In Dresden that Na-
poleon aimed the cannon which killed Morruti,
himself. The Czar had tho General's body burled
In tho Cathollo Church of St, Petersburg, and
addressed a letter of condolence to the widow,
presenting her with 600,000 rubles, nnd con
ferrlng upon her a pension of 30,000 rubles.
It Is not disputed that the Crar had the right
to liestow such favors upon the family of a
soldier In his service. Hut what, asks Meneval,
Is to lie said of tho set of the representative of
France Ixiuls XVIII. who. after his restora-

tion, conferred on Mme. Moreau the Marshal's
staff which ho had Intended fur her husband,
tngetherwlth thehonors and prerogatlveswhlch
tho wives nnd widows of ornhans enlov? What- -
too. Is to lie said of the proposition made on
April 30, 18 14, to tho Senate by one of Its mem-
bers that Gen. .Moreau should be declared to
havo merited the esteem and gratitude of his
country by fighting agnlnst tho armies of
France of the religious service ordered on June
S3 of the same ear, with the approbation and
at the cost of the King, for Plchrgru, Georges,
and Moreau and for tho eleven assassins who had
perished with Georges of the royal decree of
Feb. 37, 1815, which decreed the erection of
statues to Moreau and to Pichegrur Meneval
says that public opinion revolted against such
an Interpretation of national honor.

Meneval considers It certain that, on the night
of April 11, 1814, Napoleon jlelded to an access
of discouragement, and tried to commit suicide.
The author has previously related that, dining
the retreat from Moscow. Napoleon, fearing leat
liu might fall Into the haml.i of tho Cossacks,
asked Yvan, his doctor, to givo Mm a packet nf
poison w hlch he could make use of to preserve
hlmelf by death from Indignities. Fortunately,
he was not forced to recur to such n measure at
that time. On his return to Paris he removed
the black taffeta sachet In which the poison had
been placed from his neck, and deposited It In
one of the boxes In his travelling bag, where it
remained until 1814, In the hour of his deepest
desixmdency, when the splendid campaign of
France hud failed to save the empire. Napoleon
remembered this sachet. On April 10,af ter having
consulted Yvan on the vnrlnus means of putting
an end to one's life, he drew out tho sachet In
question before the doctor's eyes and opened It.
Terrified by this action. Yvan seized part of Ha
contents nnd threw It into the fire. It appears
that on the morrow despair seized upon the
Emperor's mind. Without summoning any one,
he rose, diluted the rest of the poison In a goblet,
nnd swallowed It. What remained of the

no doubt insufficient in quantity or
hail been too much diluted to cause death.
Toward 1 1 o'clock in the evening the silence of
the Palace of Fontaincblcati was suddenly

by thn sound of groans and the nnise
of hurrying to and fro. The Duke of Hasnano,
tho Duke of Vlccnce, and Gen. Ilertrand
rushed to the Emperor's side, whllo Yvan
himself was sent for. Napoleon was stretched
out on a sofa ln his bedroom, with his head
leaning on his hands. Addressing himself to
the Doctor, he said, " Death will have nothing
to do with me. You know what I have taken."
Shocked and dumfnunded, Yvan stammarcd
that he did not know what his Majesty meant,
that he had given him nothing. At last, losing
his head altogether, he rushed out of the chamber
to throw himself Into an armchair In the room
adjoining, where he had a violent fit of hysterics.
Napoleon passed a fairly quiet night, and on the
morrow when M. de Turenne nnd others pre-
sented themselves at his levee they found him
almost recovered from his violent moral and
physical shock.

IV.
It Is well known that Marie Louise did not ac-

company her husband tn Elba, but went with
ber father to Vienna, whence in July, 1814, she
proceeded to Alx In Savoy, Here she met the
person who was tn exercise a sinister influence
upon her life. We refer, of course, to Gen.
Count Nelpperg. Mlneval, who knew him well
and haa much to say atxiut him In this volume,
asserts that the first sight of him produced a
disagreeable impression on the Empress. Count
Nelpperg was not, we are told, partlcularl well
favored. A black bandago covered the deep
scar of a wound by which lie bad lost an eye.
Nevertheless, this disadvantage disappeared
when one looked at him attentively, frr
the wound rather suited the martial char-
acter of his face. His hair was of a light
blond color, scanty and curly; his complex.
ton, though full colored, lacked freshness. His
glance, bowevcr.wasbrightand penetrating. Ills
features were neither vulgar nor distinguished,
but, taken altogether, they betokened a clever
and subtle man. He was of the middle height
and well built, and the elegance of his figure
was heightened by the loose cut of the Hun-
garian uniform. In 1814 Gen. Nelpperg was
about 43 years old. Attempting to Indicate the
quality by means of which a man of nearly
double her ago came to play so capital a part In
Marie Louise's life, the author fcajs that his
general aspect was amiable, his manners polite.
Insinuating, and flattering, and that he knew
how to conceal acuteness under outward sim-
plicity. He spoke and wrote with grace and ho
was a good musician. To much tact ho added
the faculty of observatlon.and knew how to IMen
Intently. At times his face would assume a
caressing expression, and then again his glance
would stem to fathom one's secret thought. He
was as clever in reading the designs of othtrsas
he was prudent in the conduct of his own, It
was characteristic of him that, v citing Immense
vanity and ambition behind the outward signs
of modesty, he never spoke of himself, Meneval
was told by M.Armandl, a Colonel of artillery
In the Italian army, who had at one time acted
as Minister of War, that Nelpperg was tn Milan
ln 1814, at the house of a inly whose lover he
was, when he received notice that he had
been selected to reside with the ex.
Empress, now become Duchess of Parma.
His Italian mistress tried in vain to
keep him back, and having asked him what he
would do wth Marie Louise, she received from
Nelpperg the following reply: "I hope to be on
the most intimate terms with her before six
months are up, and soon to be ber husband." To
complete the data concerning Nelpperg, the au-

thor mentions the curious fact that this Aus-

trian General was the son of a Frenchman. It
seems that while Count Nelpperg, the putative
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father of the General, was filling A diplomatic
mission In Paris, he made the acquaintance nf a
French officer belonging to a distinguished fam-
ily. He received him with familiarity at his
house, and Countess Nelpperg did notremalntn
sensible to the merits of Comte de H , who
repaid her with assiduous attention. An Inti-
macy arose between tho Countess and the
young officer, and Gen, Nelpperg was the fruit
of It. Trl proof of this fact lies In a letter f rVm
Countess Nelpperg which was found In the let-te- rs

left by Count II. after his denth. It is weil
known that, after the death of Napoleon, Marie
Louise, who had long been living with Nelp-
perg, united herself to him by a mnrganatlo
marriage. Sho had three children by him.

V.

Throughout thesememolrs. Mineral expresses
a high opinion of Joseph Ilonnnarte. through
whose recommendation lie became secretary to
Napoleon. Finding himself tn Geneva In Sep-
tember, 1814. he went tospend tho daratl'ran-glns- ,

an estate situated soma four leagues from
the tow n, nn the shore of tho lake, where tho

of Spain, Julia, wife of Joseph Honaparte,
had recently arrived with her children. The au
thnr tells us that he found King Joseph, Just as
he had nlwnjs been, amiable and unpretentious,
returned, llko Cincinnati!, to his plough, much
more taken up with the details of his rustlo life
and his brother's future fate than with the
remembrance of tho brilliant and stormy
career which he himself had passed
through. Mtfnevnl assures us that Jo-se-

llonnparte loved N.ipoleon as much
as ho admired him, and that there existed
between the two brothers a sympathy which the
difference In their characters may have helped
to strengthen. This difference of character Is
disclosed by n remark sometimes addressed to
his secretary by Napoleon when First Consul,
before Joseph Honaparte hail consented to take
an active part In government! " Why Is Joseph,
with all his talent, so lazy ?" Tho term lnzl-ne- ss

was applied by Nnpoleon to tho modera-
tion which kept his brother nwoy from the
cares nnd cholns of a rank which Is an object
of envy to almost all mankind. Dut. while the
glory of enterprises which might have been
above his capacity did not tempt Joseph
llunatuvrte's ambition, he Is credited with
knowing how to dlsplny ln business, when
once he was engaged In It, the sagacity
nnd energy which It demanded. Meneval. who
knew him nt both e;ioch. Insists that to
the negotiations which occunlcd the first Derlod
of his political career, Joseph brought the lights
of a keen and profound mind, a gift for lucid
discussion, nnd a strnlghtforw ardness which was
proof ngaltift any attempt tn warp It; ho dis-
played the same talents in his administration of
the two countries, Naples nnd Spain, which he
was called upon successively to govern. A gen-ti- c

philosophy, the qualities of a gentleman, nn
upright heart, and a noble character would have
drawn attention to him In any condition of life,
and, as the Emperor used to say, would havo
made him the ornament of society.

Some itoubts have been cast by Talne and
others on the genuineness of Napoleon's pro-
fessions of fraternal affection and upon his ten
der henrtedness. Monoval reproduces tho fol-

lowing letter to show how llttlo those who thus
Judge him knew him. Tho original letter is ad-

dressed to Joseph Donapnrtc, Bnd dated Mess!-do- r.

year III,; It bears traces of tho tears which
fell from the writer's eyes as ho was penning it:
"In whatever position fortune, nnd events
may place ou, you know well, my friend,
that jou con havo no better friend,
denrer to jtiu, or more sincerely desir-
ing your happiness. Life is n light dream
vi hlch fades away. If )ou are leaving,
nnd you think It will bo fur some time, send mo
your portrait. Wo have lived so many years to-

gether, so closely united that our hearts have
melted Into one. Hetter than anybody you know
how entirely my heart Is j ours. I feel as I write
these lines an emotion which I have rarely ex-

perienced In tho course of my life. I feel sure it
will lie a long time before I see you again. I
cannot continue my letter. Farewell, my friend.
Napoleon." Meneval nversthat the sentiments
here exDressed with so much tenderness never
changed, and thut he often saw or heard the
proofs of this.

VI.
It will not be disputed that a man who, for

many years, was Napoleon's prlvnto secretary.
Is a competent witness as to who did and who
did not influence his master. Meneval exhibits
much surprise Hint n large share in the di-

rection of Napoleon's politics should havo been
attributed to Tulteyrand. In our author's opin-
ion, Talleyrand's great xkill lay In his smiifrulrr.
in his talent for Intrigue, and In his power of
hiding his secret dislikes. Ho always sheltered
himself behind some Frenchman of great ca-
pacity. so"ns to rise In his shadow. First of all.
for Instance, behind Uirnbeau, and then behind
Napoleon. It was not thanks tn numerous
conceptions matured in tho study, nor to
a gift for developing them In search-
ing debaU1, nor to eloquence as an orator,
that Talleyrand raised himself tn the rank
where public opinion has placed him. Mene-
val would find tho secret of the superiority at-
tributed to him by his contemporaries, first in
the prestige attaching to the great diplomatic
transactions nf the consulate ami the empire, tn
which ho was n keen nnd Intelligent agent, then
in the long career of public honors, wherein he
knew how to maintain hlmrelf, and, finally, in
the art of resuming In witty or sententious say-
ings the gravest and most Important questions.
What made. Indeed, Talleyrand's cooperation
esp dally precious to tho Emperor was Ids apti-

tude for diplomatic conversation. Comparing
him to another of tils Ministers, Napoleon used
to say of him: "Another will iqieak with so
much ease that, yielding to the pleasure of
talking, he lets his secret escape him, and
comes away without having found out the
secrets of his Interlocutor, whereas Talley-
rand allows nolmdy to fathom him, and ex-

tracts all that It is of Interest forma to know
out of the person to whom he Is speaking." In
fine, the author nf this lxik believes that

owed the best part of his reputation to
his circumspection and tho prudent silence
which he was careful to observe. He nevor
allowed himself to be carried Into a dispute
with anybody. His principle was to let peo-
ple talk, and not to answer. An anecdote re-

lated by Gen. Lamarque bears nn this point.
The General, it seems, had formerly hail a con-
troversy with an ardent republican, and de- -
fended himself vigorously against the latter s
attacks, which were made bj means of letters to
the papers. One day, when he hail published
a letter In the ConsfffiiftonnrI with which
he was v cry well satisfied, he found himself at
dinner placed next to Prince Talleyrand. The
Prince nudged him with his elbow and said:
"Gen. Lamarque, I thought you were an Intelli.
gent man." On the General's expressing sur.
prise at this remark, Talleyrand continued; "I
say that because I read a letter of yours In a
newspaper of this morning. How can you be
simple enough to enter the arena with people
who attack ) oil 1 You cannot Imagine how you
please them by so doing. Trust me, let them
talk, and you keep quiet. Do as I do; I have
never answered anybody, and you see that I
have had nn reason to complain of the result."

VII.
A large part of a chapter U devoted to Murat's

remarkable adventures during the months pre.
ceding his execution. It will be remembered
that in Erfurth, in 1813, after the battle of
Lelpslc, he took what was to be a last farewell
of the Emperor and returned to Naples. He was
himself convinced that the Emperor's power
was shaken to its foundation, and Fourhewaa
able to persuade hlra that the time had come
when he must separate his fortunes from those
of Napoleon. It Is evident that Meneval had a
liking for Murat, for he suggests that this cal-

culation may have been ba&ed upon a feeling nf
generosity which calls for Indulgence and
diminishes the culpability of the desertion. May
not the King of Naples have said to himself, ho
asks, that if he, the only ally remaining to
the Emperor, were to be dragged down with him
In a common fall, all hope would be forever lost,
while if, on the contrary, be remained standing
on the ruins of the empire, be would have the
chance of being useful to his benefactor T Hit
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admitted, however, that a lens chivalrous motive
had Influence on his determination. Supposed
friends had assured him that It waa Napoleon's
intention to Incorporate the Btate of Naples Into
the kingdom of Italy. Murat had, accordingly,
come to the conclusion that his throne would
not lie In safety so long as Napoleon's rule re-

mained preponderant In the peninsula. So,
on Jan. 11, 1814. after a violent struggle
between his good and evil genlu, he
signed an offensive and tlefeiHvo '
lianco with Austria, w ho went surety for her
allies. Before tho year was over, however, he
rciwnted of betraying his benefactor, and ho also
had reason to suspect the good faith of tho
Austrian Gov eminent. He entered Into commu-
nications with the island nf Elba, and having
obtained from Nnpoleon a promise that he would
forget what hod passed, once rsurc made common
cause with him In secret. Thus It eamotopass
that while Napoleon, having landed In France,
was preparing for the campaign of Waterloo,
thoKlngof Naples nttneked the Austrian and
drove them back from position to position to
the banks nf the l'n. Ultimately, however,
tn a two days' battlo on the plain of
Tolenttno, tho Neapolitan army succumbed
to tho forco of an enemy numerically
superior, in spite of Its chiefs prodigies of valor.
During the retreat the treachery of certain
ofllcers caused a panic In the Neapolitan force.
Abandoned by his soldiers, Murat had nothing
left to do but to return to Naples, and ho entered
tho capital accompanied by a few lancers. He
went straight to the palace, whero he appeared
before, the Cjucen, pale and emaciated, covered
with dust. Embracing his wife tenderly, he
said. "All Is lost except my life, I was not for-
tunate enough to find death." Having taken
leave of tho Queen nnd hit children, tho King
cutoff his hair, which fell in long ringlets on
hi shoulders, and, putting off his decorations,
dressed himself In clothes that would not at.
tract attention. Ho wnlkcd along the coast until
ho wnsopposlto tho Island of Nlsldn, and there
got Into a boat which landed him on the
Island of Ischla, where ho passed three
days without being recognized. On tho fourth
day, a ho was walking along the beach nccom.
panled by his nephew, and was delllieratlng on
tho best means of escaping to France, he
noticed a little sailing ship which was approach
ing him. Hailing this vessel and flinging him
self Intoa fishing smack, the King ordered Its
owner to go nnd meet It, and, to his surprise,
found on board his grand equerry and an

who, having liecn supplied with money
for the purpose, wero ((Miking for their unfnrtu- -
nato sovereign. Ily means of this vessel Murat
succeeded In landing at Cannes, toward tho end
of May, 1815, He Immediately wrote to FouchS,
charging him to speak for him to the Emperor,
and to ask the latter to allow him to go to Paris.
Napoleon's only answer was to ask his brother-in-la- w

what treaty of peace had been con-
cluded between France and Naples since 1814.
In consequence of this rebuff, Fouche advised
Murat to romaln where he was, adding that It
was still possible for him to render service to
his natlvo country by exciting the Inhabitants
and troops of tho neighborhood to vigorous re-

sistance to the enemies within and without
kind of service which Murat was never to ren-
der, for he had no Influence whatever with the
French, who could not forget his desertion ln
1814. After Louis XVIII. returned to Paris,
Murat found himself ln a most critical position.
Exposed to danger at tho hands of murderers,
who were seeking for him to kill hlm- -a price of
34,000 franc wn set upon his head he was
obliged to change his hiding place incessantly
and at nightfall. Repeatedly he escaped
by a hair's breadth the men who were pur-
suing him. Corsica was the only country which
seemed to offer him an asylum, and finally, on
Aug. 33, 1815, he undertook, with three com-
panions, to reach that Island ln an open boat.
The boat filled with water and was on the point
of sinking, when the packet which piled

Toulon nnd Ilastla rescued the fugitives.
After spending a day at linstla, Murat pro-
ceeded to Vccovato. a largo village fifteen miles
to the southward, the Inhabitants of which
made It a point of honor to defend their guest,
and presently collectedaforceof 800 men for his
protection. With n part of these he moved on-

ward to A jacclo and occupied tho tow r.. The In-

habitant received hlra with respect, and his
troop behaved with absolute discipline. Here It
was that he arranged for the purchaso of five
ships, nnd got together the arms and ammunition
necessary for an expedition against Naples.
While at Ajacclo the ex.King received through
an English officer nn offer signed by Metternlch
of hospitality from tho Austrian Government.
Murat answered that It was too late, that the
die was cast, and that he had already waited for
the decision of tho allied powers three months,
during which time hi life hod been con-
stantly threatened, and that flnnlly, persecuted
as he was by the sovereign of Europe,
he had made up his mind tn risk all In tho at-

tempt to recover tho throne which ho had lost.
Another motive, which Impelled him to pere-ver- o

in his determination to vindicate hi right
was, that In acting otherwise ho would have
compromised several hundred brave officers and
soldiers who had resolved to follow him and
whom he could not think of abandoning to the
vengeance of tho French royal Government.

Murat's intention hod been to land nt Salerno,
where a considerable number of his old Neapoli
tan troop were stationed; but a storm having
separated him from his flotilla, he beached his
felucca In the neighborhood of Pizzo, Accom-
panied by nlioiit thirty of his old officers, he en.
tered tho market place at Plzzo and addressed
the Inhabitants. Some saluted him and offered
him horses, but the majority showed hesitation,
and, after Murat hail continued his march nn
Montelrone, a large troop was organized for his
pursuit. On the approach of these assailants,
Murnt, supposing them to be a reinforcement,
walked n fewpaces toward them, and some of his
followers shouted, "Long live King Joachlml"
Tn their surprise, this was answered with a
discharge of musketry, and n fierce encounter en
surd In which the party of the who de-
fended himself with the courage of despair, lost
some men killed and many wounded. Followed
by a dozen of his friends, Murat cut his way
through the thick of his enemies, anil succeeded
in reaching the place In the liny where he had
left his vessel, but. In the mean while, the com-
mander of the expedition and fleet, considering
his personal safety only, had sailed away, aban-
doning King Joachim to his fate. In this deeper
ate situation, Murat jumped Into the water to
reach a fishing boat which was within reach, but
fato would havo It that this boat hail settled In
tho snnil, und the united efforts of the
fugitives to run It out Into the sea
were vsln. They ran up to a smaller
boat, which was within twenty paces, but this
was chained to the shore, and all efforts to
break the chain wero fruitless. The fishermen
to whom the tioat belonged, and who feared to
lose it, pulled at the chain, while another fisher.
man thut had run up seized on the King, who,
with one blow of his head, butted him Into the
sea. The example, however, given by these two
fishermen wns followed by other a.sallunts, and
the boat was soon completely surrounded. No
violence was committed upon the King, who
stood up tn the midst of his enemies adjuring
them to let him go, but, finding them
draf to his appeals, he wa obllgnl
to give himself up Into their hands.
News of this Important capture having been
telegrapned to the Neapolitan Mlnl-te- r, an order
wassent back by telegraph that arourt martial
should fS railed together to try and sentence
King Joachim. It is knuwiihuwver) expeditious
was this trial. Murat ll.tem-- to his sentence
with a smile of contempt. After writing a letter
to his w Ife, and enclosing a lock of his hair, he
requested the assistance of a priest, w ho com.
forted his last moments. He placed the
portrait of hi wife and children on his
bneom, and then refusing to sit down
on the bench which was offered to him,
or to allow his eyes to be bandaged, he gave,
himself, the word to fire, and not a single
muscle of Id face betratnl that he felt the
slightest emotion. Thus perished, by an ob-
scure death, a man for whom fortuue, having
raised him from a ver lowly position, had re-
served a lofty destiny. Animated by too much
confidence, he made peace with his enemies
when he should have continued to make wan,
and recommenced war when he should have
maintained an expectant attitude.

M.W. H.

PRICES Or PAIKTIKOB. I
Great Ftnetnattoaa Throngs) TThlea tt B

Worksof Orent Artists Hare Passed, fl
IiOMIh.v, Aug, A. A portrait of Lady Ilfi. I

Delm by neynold wa sold last month fni I
11,000 guineas- - a consistent sequel tothehlijh
figure given for all objects of art this j ear !o B
striking opposition to the supposed financial -,

presslon. It is not without Interest to note Ihi
fluctuation nnd variation of price toulilrfc
really valuable painting have been subjieti
within ninmparatlvrly restricted period.

Ten years ago the " Crucifixion H of Kaphas
snldiit n public auction In Iximlon for only 10
000 guineas, whit It seemed to show that Etig,
llshmeiinrc, a a rule, nnxlnu to remain In ;.,.
ss'sslou nf the masterpieces of their own nrtiu
In preferimc to those of foreign nrtlst. m
find In thpsevMitccnthtcntury Lord Arundel of.
ferlng 7,000 giilnen"fnr the "Eccellfinv ol
Titian In tho Duke of Mucklngham, wlm,otiM
nut I io Indue cd to part u Itli It,

As n rule, however. It Is not connoisseur bu
amateurs who bring n lmlntcr Into fashloni tli
Igmlrntit masse follow tho lend of equallt
ignorant buyers, bidding higher and hlghet
for pictures till the last purchaser, coming for.
ward at the flood tide of popularity, finds that
he ha made a very poor bargain, and is eventu-
ally the chief loser. The sea paintings am)
landscapes of Joseph Vemet realized as much
a,i.000llvreln 17711, nn enormous sum for tin
currency of the time, nnd yet they would with
difficulty fetch an equivalent sum tn.dv

The first Important sale of paintings imurr-- 4

In the last rcnturv, and took place In Paris In
March, 1737. The colteetion belontr-- d to the
Comtcsd-- i Verrue. the fair friend of ths Duke
of Savoy, of whom It was said more wittily thngood nnturcdly that "to mako sure Paradise
she won It In this world." A Dav d
was sold for 300 llvres. possibly liecause Iiui,
XIV., to whom one hnd shown a picture by that
artist, had said, "Remove these abortions'"
Two small paintings bv Wntteau, which would
now bo worth a hundred times a much, went
for 531 llvre; but, strnnger jet, two picture by
Hrmhrnndt wero knocked down at 450 llvres.
On tho other hand, by nn equally Inconceivable
freak, two painting by Itulien brought 200
llvres; two by Wouvermnn. 5,030, and a Herg.
hem. purchased by tho Comte de Clermont,
3,000 llvres.

In order to understand the discrepancy be-
tween these prices It Is necessary to bear In mln4
that tn-t- e nnd fashion at that time had been en.
listed almost unanimously ln favor of the Italian
and Kubens schools, the latter painter having
personally left in France the rrputatlonofagrral
artist and a grand seigneur. Claude Iirraln,
whoso real name was Claude Gelfe, had lieen
consecrated painter of genius In Rome, hence
the Immenso vogue, obtained by his paintings.
Tho French artists w ho are so deservedly ad-

mired y achieved only slow and tardy reo
ogtiltinn nf their merits.

In 1738, in Ilrussels, tho Comte de Fraula sold
his picture, and the ptlcos were lower still,
reckoning florin equal to two shillings of Eng.
lish money. "A Lion Hunt." by Rubens,
brought 105 florins; "A Rncchanto." by Pous-sl- n.

030 florins; "The Man with the Red Coat,''
by Rembrandt, 366 florins, and the " Portrait of
an English Lady." by Van Dyck. 53 florins. At
the same sale a Breughel reached 880 florins.

In 1750 the "Liseu-r.- " by Corregglo. at the
salo of the Duo deTallard vv as knocked down
for 3,001 llvres, and the biggest price yet paid
for any one picture was given for the "St, Ce-

cilia" of Rubens, 30.000 llvres. However, ln
1701, the portrait of Tintoretto, by the same
painter, was disposed of for 00 llvres only. It JB
was about this period that Rembrandt com-
menced to be appreciated; his two paintings at
the Louvre. "The Philosopher Meditating" and
"The Philosopher In Contemplation," brought
4,000 llvres.

Drawings and cartoons were literally given
away; fifteen sketches by Leonardo da Vinci
were publicly sold for 0 llvres In 1741. six
drawings by Michael Angelo for 14 llvres. two
heads by Andrea del Sarto for 8 llvres, and
thirty drawings by Raphael for 103 llvres.

Hobbema, the great Dutch landscape painter,
hail to wait long for recognition of his talent!
one of his best landscapes waa sold at Leyden In
1781 for the modest sum of 636 florins.

Tho French masters fared no better up to the
second half of the seventeenth century. A pas-
tel of Doucher was sold for 41 llvres ln 1703; at
the sale of Mme. do Pompadour ln 1700 two
allegories of a somewhat rtsoi character by the
samo artist suddenly leaped Into popularity and
realized 0,800 llvre. Wattcau. who had seen
his "Pierrot." now ono of tho gems of the
Louvre, go for 30 llvre twenty-fiv- e years be-
fore, wa able to know that hi "Concert In a
Garden " fetched 3.100 llvres at the sale of Mme,
de Cos..

Orcuze, whose canvases are now covered with
gold, received only 800 llvres for one of hla
lovely female head at the very tlmo when two
landscajies by Joseph Vernct brought 0.000
llvres and a Rulvntor Rosa 13,013 llvres. (Julie
a remarkable ore the fl.000 llvres paid for
Murllln's " Noces de Cana" and the 845 for Paul
Veronese' " Raptlsm nf Christ."

In 1783. at the nale of the Marquis de Me oars,
the celebrated .Superintendent of Fine Arts,
brother of Mme. do Pompadour, buyers ramifrom nil parts and prices ran high. "The Vll.lagnllrlde" of Gruuzn brought 10,050 llvrea,
and others were equally successful, which, how-
ever, did not prevent some valuable pictures
from going for a song. This sale was the lastImportant one before the revolution. In 1703
tho finest collection In France, belonging to the
Due d'Orleans. was dispersed and only three fig.
il res arwortli recording. A "Holy Fanilli."?'Ha.';,m! "' 1"..'M IHres. tho " Vfrgui of tU.
' Holy laiiill) 'by Mlilmel Angelo at V.ytl-- J

""? ,";l,,1'",u,H,,,?1r WV literally given away.hnglMi wi re the tlrt to huv e rualh lniL-- e

prices tui tin ir record. The National Gallerypaid the Duke nf Marllinrnugh. i'73,ooo lur i.llaplmel: a little luterthe .Murquen of l.ands-ilo- w

ne Mild in Ihe Mute the" iHinralt of a gen-
tleman." by Veluque one pltturt. hyMiinine.
and t il picture liv Holbein for A'UO.IHKI; but a
masterpletu of au l)ik's his portrait oiCharles I. con the National Gallery only

'I he Rothschilds own a superb picture gal.
Iery In London, Thrro female portraits brGalmdmniugh iot A'77.n0O, and for two Item-bran- dt

in the collet Hon of the Princess dettagan they paid i'lM.llUU,
America has not been bthtndliand In securingmasterpieces w hlch wrreiwid for magnificently.

At the ieney sain In April. lH3, H30.000 francawiuimIi) for a Rousseau which the artist himself had originally Mild for 3..U francs. A forestsceno In piaz. IhiiikIu for 3.000 francs In Parts,wax Mild in New ork for 30,000, Mr. Morganpaid 10,0110 francs for a Tmyon which nunatime later reached the price of 411,0011 francs in
i ' "im "i iiivii me iMiiiier ro.leived i'.'ll francs wns purchased for 370,000

frnnes. Another American acquired for 4311,000
francs n Millet which tho poor painter hadparted with in hi destitution for a loaf of bread.
:.'.... "". '.. th Delgian statesman, bought

The Aiigilns'' for 3.1IUU francs; the nextowner. Mr. J lli-i- n, dleii in lhfll, when thepicture rose In valiit. to 100.000 francs, and .
shorlly after M. !ix retail had to pay 680.000frunes for it. The American Art Association I
paid 3NU.U0U frillies for it. and finally M.

Kut. ,ttt'k f,,r 780,000 franis or ii4H,ot)u more than the sum for which It left the , t
painter k hands.

Millet Utthe best example of how dealers and I
amateurs can make the grtateet profits on a
(winter's work; he himself barely made a livingby canvases that have changed hands for mil.
lions. Meissnulerdul not always experience the
Jo "t big prlvra. " The .spy," w hleh he sold for13,00(1 francs, was Uiught for'.'So.ooo francs by
Mr. audcrbilt, "1H4," for which hOU.uOO
francs was given by M. Chauchanl, was Mild for
ill O0O frums tu M. Delahante, who parted wlihit fur 500.000, Wattrau, mi depreciated a bun.
dred years ago, would have smiled Incredulous.
1) had he t told that 4U,lon fraius would be
iwld foroneof hUiUiure The tenth part nf
that sum would have realized Lis moat am.
bilious dream of fortune I In i.irtralt of the
MarquUerpiiioIa by VaiiDj k aait-it- d forSOO..
000 franca to Mr. Mitt.iii and it Jealously I

guarded in America; it was wild bv the master W
for 3,000 francs. Itaroii tinhonsfde Roths. Ichild two )tars ago gave ili'O.noO francs for I
Raphael' portrait uf "1 Horgla," "The '

llireoliraiej," by the tame artist, at the sale nf
Lord Want eoji the Due d'Aumale O'.'o.OOO
francs and the "Virgin of the tandelabra''brought 500,000 franca.

Clamorous opposition arose when the Govern
mem paid loo.OOO francs for the Vlrgt ' ef
Murllloium at the .nuvrca more than in

bv the present standan Art
I now iasiug through a crl.U. and 11. '"artists Wing vvery ear more plentiful. r
works rim mate inunuuUHj) in price and i 'l' ,
larlt), luuvh mure m, Indeed, tbau tho nf hiir
UltutrliHia predecessor lioth In England and
In France men vv ho five or six years aguatH'ured .

an average price uf 4.000 10 i.il.000 for their (
pictures are cuuitirllcd to fell them for a much
more molest figure or to let them remain IUangicg In their studios, although they baveob Italned success at ths Academy or Salon. M I

- . ..." ill


